
Economic Development  Program 

DOING BUSINESS 
WITH KDOT 

What’s new or different under T-WORKS:  KDOT 
has significantly retooled the Economic Development pro-
gram to help Kansas communities be more competitive in 
the economic development arena. Important changes 
have been made to the application process so communi-
ties can better respond to emerging opportunities. KDOT 
will now accept applications year-round, rather than only 
once a year as had been the practice. And, funding deci-
sions can be made in as few as 45 days, compared to the 
six months it used to take. The program also has been ex-
panded to include aviation, rail and transit projects in addi-
tion to highway and road projects. Funding is set at $10 
million annually.  

Seizing opportunity – Changes to KDOT’s Economic 
Development Program will allow communities to take advan-
tage of emerging economic opportunities by reducing the 
time required to approve funding for improvement projects. 
Above, ramps on the I-135 and 36th Street interchange in 
Newton are being modified to accommodate the 19-axle ve-
hicles that will be carrying products out of the Kansas Logis-
tics Park where precast, concrete wind turbine base panels 
weighing 50 tons each are being manufactured. 

How it works:  Communities or developers can contact 
KDOT staff any time during the year to discuss projects for 
which they’d like to submit an application.  The project will 
be classified as either an immediate opportunity or an on-
going opportunity, depending on whether the improve-
ment is critical to secure an economic development oppor-
tunity or if it would be necessary to address an on-going 
need.  Applicants will be asked to provide information on 
issues such as number of potential jobs    associated with 
the opportunity, and what is the investment commitment 
by the new or existing business. Communities also will pro-
vide information about whether there’s existing infrastruc-
ture, such as sewer and water, in the area of the develop-
ment.   
 

KDOT will decide whether to fund immediate-opportunity 
projects within 45 days of receiving a completed applica-
tion, based on the likely economic impact of the project 
and input from the Economic Development Advisory 
Group (to be appointed by the Sec. of Transportation).   
 

Projects that address on-going needs will be placed on a 
list and reviewed with other similar projects every six 
months.  Funding for on-going needs will depend on how 
much of the $10 million in total funding has already been 
awarded to immediate-opportunity projects.  The empha-
sis on immediate-opportunities is to help communities 
compete for new or expanding businesses.  Project spon-
sors will be asked to provide some level of matching funds.  

What they’re saying: 

“We are excited about the economic development consid-
eration given to each project.  As we try to move at the 
pace of private development, not government, this is excit-
ing news that makes sense to Newton and our regional 
partners.” 

-Suzanne Loomis, Newton Public Works Director/City    
Engineer  

 

“Businesses move quickly and aggressively when they are 
ready to expand. With the changes to this program and 
with help from KDOT, communities also will be able to 
move quickly to take advantage of such economic opportu-
nities.” 

-Pete Van Sickle, Program and Project Management, KDOT 

Be watching for: The Economic Development Pro-
gram application form and specific guidelines are under 
development. However, funding for the program is al-
ready available.  Contact KDOT staff about candidate 
projects and watch for more information to be posted 
on the KDOT website, www.ksdot.org.  

 

Pete Van Sickle, Program and Project Management 

at 785-296-3273 or  peterv@ksdot.org  ? 

http://www.ksdot.org

